press is advocated as a defensive weapon, and more or less as a way to retaliation. The intention defined in the prospectus may be thus summarized: The Canadiens are victims of the blackest insinuations on the part of a certain paper (which was the Quebec Mercury). They have been denied the opportunity of inserting a word of retort in it; which is a denial of the liberty of the press in this country so far as the Canadiens are concerned. Now this liberty ought to be recognized on both sides and to serve the Canadiens in the vindication of their honour and loyalty. The Canadiens must have their own paper in order to challenge the opposing party to produce evidence of its wrongful assertions; they must fight the prejudices which feed upon the malice of that party, "the envious party," as it is termed. Nor is this all; the free press ought to carry its influence over to England in order to rehabilitate the Canadiens in British opinion and to neutralize the malicious propaganda of that party. Moreover, a free newspaper would assert the right to the use of the French language in the face of the anti-Canadiens. And here the prospectus arrives at a sweeping conclusion. From the fact that the Canadiens speak French you cannot infer that they are not loyal to the King of England. You should rather look into their hearts; there is no dread for the pure of heart: Fiat justitia, ruat coelum. This is the motto.
The name is Le Canadien whose honour is to be vindicated: celui dont l'honneur est •venger. Le Canadien had defined itself as a defensive paper. Actually it was bound to go further than its prospectus announced; but perhaps it was characteristic of a type of journalism which has not yet passed away. The so-called combative paper is at once exposed to the danger of going too far and is so apt to forget the art of knowing how far to go. On the other hand, Le Prospectus had made it an objective to restore social equilibrium; but the problem lay in the ways and means thereto. The restoration of equilibrium was a noble objective indeed; but the problem of restoring the use of orderly language lay at the root of the matter. The effects of bad words 4See in particular Le Canadien, II, no. 5. and of the disorderly habit of calling names are cumulative and may have profound projections into the future of a community: "the fathers have eaten a sour grape and the teeth of the children are set on edge," says the prophet. It has been said that "the virulence of the press originates in the uncertain social condition, in the political excitement, and in the general sense of consequent evil which prevails" in a country, 5 and it may be argued that, as soon as the virtue of the press in its alleged function of restoring equilibrium has given society a fair degree of composure, the virulence of the press would die .away. Experience makes this belief next to wishful thinking. Social and economic disequilibrium therefore justify the setting up of such a newspaper as Le Canadien; it explains its general platform and the public response to it. But it can, by no means, justify the provocative and insulting character of its articles which are not always byproducts of an objective perception of the problems at issue. De Tocqueville ø has said about the periodical press of America that it was actuated by passions and penchants which perpetuated themselves independently of the circumstances in which they arose. The virulence of the press feeds upon virulent journalism and clannish-mindedness, to the point at which the intellect is flooded in an ocean of feeling. Democracy and its allied privilege of free printing does not convey the ability to write the right thing, at the right time, in the right proportion.
It is noteworthy that Le Canadien took its stand on moral
It is therefore questionable whether His Majesty's subjects in Canada were fittingly prepared to handle this formidable tool we term liberty of the press; or whether human beings are fit to handle it at all. Moreover, it is to be wondered whether in 18013 the economic substructure had sufficiently evolved to fit into the new political superstructure. Popular representation had to ride on the old mercantilistic horse; it had been introduced into this country to lull the French element, under the threat of republicanism, at a time when mercantilism received a new impetus consequent upon changes in the European economy. 7 Now under those circumstances a new alignment of interests took place of which the most striking feature was the reconciliation of the merchants with the old governing class and their endearour to lay hold of the executive, to control the legislative, and to counterbalance the influence of the Canadiens in the Assembly. The latter represented a r•gime reputedly rooted in the feudalism of yore. The necessity of creating a political structure revived that which had lain smouldering for years. The Quebec Mercury took the lead in raising racial and religious questions. 8 Such issues as the Royal Institution Act, the Gaol Act, and the like, provided a factual background occasionally referred to, when the controversy tended to become abstruse. How Le Canadien was to react, is the question to which we now turn.
The custom before the appearance of editorials was to make and feudal backwardness and Canadien character on the other, that the issue could be dropped and the discussion reduced to more exciting terms. The dialectical apparatus could then recede and leave room for more dogmatism and sentimentalism on the part of Le Canadien, and for more cynicism and jingoism on the part of the Mercury. Each had attacked the dignity of the other's character. The situation had become complicated by the introduction of religious issues which scarcely left room for tolerance on either side. With respect to politics, the so-called greedy class had made its stronghold in the executive and the feudal class had to depend on the Legislative Assembly and to emphasize popular control of the government.
The first rumour of a proposed French paper had raised indignation amongst the mercantile leaders. Thomas Carey expressed it in the Mercury:
If then instead of opposing barriers plans be devised for augmenting the impetus it is time for every Briton to take the alarm. This province is already too much a French province for an English colony. To unfrenchify it as much as possible, if I may be allowed the phrase, should be a primary object, particularly in these times when our arch-enemy is straining every nerve to Frenchify the universe. Gladly would he exterminate every vestige of the English Language and the English name.
The reader will not be at a loss to perceive that I allude to a proposed French periodical paper ....
[And the editor of the Mercury further wrote :] It has been often said and it will bear a repetition: "as the twig is bent the tree inclines." A French education will form a Frenchman, whatever may be the government he is born under. The man whose mother tongue and ordinary language is French on leaving the province goes not to England as his country but to France. He will serve France in preference to England. Nothing then can more strongly demonstrate how much depends on education. A French system is an arbitrary system because it is a military one. It becomes there[ore the interest not of Englishmen ß only but of the universe to raise mounds against the progress of French power .... Nothing can have a stronger tendency to disseminate and establish a language than periodical publications ....
To counteract France we must be Englishmen. After forty seven years possession of Quebec it is time the province should be English?
Now it should be borne in weeks before the prospectus of outburst of the Quebec Mercury much broader pattern, that is, mind that this was written two Le Canadien was launched. This was apt to give the antagonism a to include such questions as the loyalty of les Canadiens, their right to the use of their mother tongue in a British colony, to a French education and to Roman Catholicism. By so doing, the Mercury re-echoed to the existing rumour that the French newspaper to come was a Napoleonic
•Quebec Mercury, II, no. 43. device ;n and by this, it focussed popular attention on what was not really the issue. Within that pattern it is easier to grasp the policy of Le Canadien in conducting its argument from an apologetic and moral standpoint. The French subjects of His Majesty were accused of collusion with French military forces; they were alleged to be dangerous on account of their religion and language. To this accusatiorl they made it a point to reply that they were a new species of the French genus, as they had long taken root on this continent. In contradistinction to the English subjects of His Majesty, the newcomers, the booty-seekers of the afterconquest, they had a history to define themselves and their name was CA NA DIENS.
• 4 One can see, therefore, why the first few numbers of Le Canadien contained historical dissertations. Such recollections were bound to emphasize the meaning of Le Canadien on the one hand, and the opposition to the English-'speaking party, which was stereotyped anti-Canadiens, on the other. The latter group was branded as being involved in post-conquest racketeering and was reminded of its former anti-Catholic zest.
•5 Le Canadien claimed that greed had been the driving force of the newcomers, now jealous of the privileges conceded to the French by Great Britain; and that the distinction between conquerors and conquered came from them. "Les Canadiens sont des conquis, mais ce sont des conquis qui vous montreront le chemin de l'honneur." Le Canadien pointed out His Majesty's intention with regard to the Constitutional Act, and interpreted that Act as a provision against the tyranny of the mercantile class. This was grounded on a previous statement by the Quebec Mercury that there was a grievance against an excess of privileges conceded to the conquered. Accordingly, the Mercury had suggested, first, that those privileges, few in number but very much exploited, should be cut off; secondly, that the province should be peopled with loyalists, with a view to "anglifying" this country; thirdly, that the administrative affairs should be dealt with in English only, by English people, or English-minded people at least. The phrasing of this last sentence reminds one of the Navigation Acts. The result on the part of Le Canadien was a deeply felt groupreaction which was bound to be projected into the future of the national life, and which figured as one of the sources of FrenchCanadian nationalism. The popular emotion was centred around the idea Of defence and involved three basic elements to be pre-•SLe Canadien, II, no. 5.
•4Ibid., no.
•Ibid. served in the face of actual antagonism: heritage, language, and religion. Le Canadien defined himself as a British subject whose traditions tied him to the soil and whose history linked his existence with a missionary zeal of early pioneering efforts. That theme had frequent recurrences and inspired several dissertations; it constituted, as it were, the philosophical nucleus around which gravitated the emotional compound of a nascent nationalism. Now, to be free from prejudices, this line of argur•ent continued, is to be independent and therefore eligible for the Assembly, the democratic wing of the Government. Anybody that casts his ballot for the anti-democratic wing is prejudiceridden or guilty of bribery. And that that could happen among French-speaking subjects was illustrated in a document relating to electoral mores, the author of which comments ad rein and
•3De Tocqueville, Democracy in America, I, chap. XI.
•4See in particular Le Canadien, III, no. 52 and IV, no. 1.
•The Letters of ]unius, being the seventh volume o[ Bell's edition o[ the Constitutional Classics, a new edition, London, 1807, dedicated to the English nation. Le
Canadien points out that the Mother Country has given due approval to the Letters.
•Le Canadien, IV, no. 4. argues ad hominem? This provided a background for a dissertation on prejudices. Hugh Gray's Letters from Canada •'8 also provided a good background of discussion about prejudices. But fundamental to all issues of that sort was the recurrent theme of class dichotomy, the root of all prejudices, the pivot of electioneering, the bogey of journalism. On one side, a peaceful group of Canadiens, on the other side a greedy compact of parvenus; on one side, the Assembly, the democratic wing of the Government, on the other side, the governor, and the executive, the bulwark of tyranny. Everything is brought to bear upon a racial differentiation: the immigration policy is a device to rob the Canadiens of their patrimony; the Gaol Act, through its incidence, is the roundabout way to burden the heritage of the fore-fathers, the Royal Institution is intended to anglify, to "unfrenchify," in the wording of the Quebec Mercury. The latter would now reply: L½ Canadien thinks that the assembly is everything: whither their pretensions ?9
At times, the Mercury would assume an air of superiority, which is sometimes a symptom of weakness, and turn piteous towards the ignorant, tobacco-and-brandy-addicted Canadiens. •'gQuoted in Le Canadien, IV, no. 5. Some found it dull and too moderate, after a few months' publication; for others it was headlong, headstrong, and in many respects ridiculous.
It is therefore clear that neither Le Canadien nor the
•ø In July, 1807 Le Canadien published a letter to the editor in which grievances were produced against the wasted advantages of the liberty of the press under Le Canadien's policy. The more we read into it, says the complainer, the more we realize that this sheet is falling off from its pristine ardour: it does not point out abuses and injustices, whereas, under a r•gime of liberty, the press is bound to spare nothing but religion and government. The free press must stand by virtue and denounce vice and the agents of vice even if it should shake the position of wealthy people; the free press must print the whole truth and nothing but the truth. It was even insinuated that Le Canadien was yielding under the pressure of vested interests. Because it had resorted to a truce for a few weeks, Le Canadien was charged with pacifism by the few zealots. So, it seems that once a newspaper has chosen a platform it has become somewhat of a martyr to it. Such combative and extremistic articles as have been reviewed would become more interesting if we were to look into the circumstances in which their writers were called upon to write them. We suspect that Le Canadien found in the Mercury very good subjects to write against: and vice versa. But the influence of the press in this country was none the less formidable. It certainly emphasized and nurtured divergent trends which the Canadian people have tended to follow. Its impact has been of tremendous importance on the make-up of later movements.
ALBERT FAUCHER Laval University.
